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Board Chair Jennifer James-Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:12 p.m.  Present:  Jennifer James-Wilson, Bill 

LeMaster, and Anne Burkart.  Excused:  Holley Carlson.  Also present was Superintendent Engle, staff and community 

members.  Pam Daly will join the meeting later. 

Student representative Irina Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda 

Anne Burkart moved to approve the agenda.  Bill LeMaster seconded and the motion carried 3-0. 

 

The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 Email from Stephanie Dickey regarding the HAVEN program 

 Email from Steven Goldenbogen regarding unexcused absences 

 Email from WIAA (Washington Interscholastic Activities Association) regarding the high school girls’ basketball 

team appeal 

 

Public Comments:   

 John Piatt expressed concern about early release days 

 Rita Beebe asked if an agreement had been reached with Nisqually League about post-season play 

 Peter Gillis spoke about changing the Redskin high school sports teams’ name. 

  

Reports 

High School Assessment Data – Principal Ehrhardt 

High School Principal Carrie Ehrhardt presented high school student assessment data in reading, science and math, 

including students from the OCEAN and Mar Vista programs.  Student scores in reading, science and math went up in 

2011-12; however, in some individual sections of the math assessment, Port Townsend students were below the state 

average.  Principal Ehrhardt explained the scores of special needs students and how in some instances those students may 

be scored differently, depending on the content of their IEP (Individualized Educational Program).  She also explained 

plans are in place to ensure scores continue to improve, with the goal to have every student met the state standard. A 

Geometry Interventions class had been created, and in 2011-12, 30-40% of the students enrolled in that class met the math 

standard.  Ms. Ehrhardt reported that since the math scores for Port Townsend High School students have improved two 

years in a row, it is no longer subject to AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) but has moved to the Annual Measurable 

Objectives classification.  She also explained that students can retake the End of Course tests as a junior and senior. 

Discussion followed. Ms. Ehrhardt presented statistics showing how many Port Townsend High School students take the 

SAT and the ACT tests and explained that 30-40% of students take the SAT test each year.  Mr. LeMaster asked what the 

district could do to increase student participation in those tests.  Discussion followed. 

 

Superintendent 

Superintendent Engle reported on the following: 

 Induction of Joey Johnson into the Washington State Wrestling Hall of Fame 

 Ongoing negotiations with the Nisqually League regarding post season play and Port Townsend’s participation in that 

league. 

 Work still continues regarding the girls’ basketball team appeal to WIAA 

 Monthly meetings with OCEAN (Opportunity, Community, Experience, Academics, Navigation) Program personnel 

to address concerns raised by the consultant’s report of that program last year. 

 Changes to the Affected Education Special Education Program at Blue Heron Middle School  

 Brad Taylor, Support Services Director, will be working with consultants to determine the status and future plans for 

the Lincoln Building. 

 Report to the board at the next meeting concerning the Teacher/Principal Evaluation Program (TPEP) 

 Work with Steve Haveron to maximize use of tech support provided by ESD 114 (Educational Service District) 

 

Policy Review 

Policies 1810 – Annual Governance Goals and Objectives, 1820 – Board Self-Assessment and 1820P  

The board agreed to implement the changes to these policies recommended by WSSDA (Washington State School 

Directors’ Association).  These policies will be on the agenda for approval at the October 29, 2012 regular board meeting. 



October 15, 2012 
Work/Study Meeting 
Page 2 of 2 
 

Policy 4130 

No changes need to be made to this policy; the board is required to review annually in order for the district to qualify for 

the Title I grant.  This policy will also be on the agenda for approval at the October 29
th
 meeting. 

 

Old Business 

Formation of the committee to study the high school sports teams’ name 

Board Chair Jennifer James-Wilson said she looked for prospective committee members who had the following 

characteristics: 

 Have standing in this community, 

 Understanding of Port Townsend and the Olympic Peninsula, 

 Courage to be in this conversation respectfully, 

 Ability to take in divergent views on this issue. 

 

The committee will consist of the following members: 

 Chris Jones Crubaugh – PTHS alumna, teacher/principal, retired 

 Vic Dirksen, Jefferson Health Care administrator, retired 

 Gideon Cauffman, Jamestown S’Klallam, cultural resource specialist, enrollment manager 

 Yvonne Starkey, manager/ engineer, Port Townsend Paper Corp. 

 Walter McQuillen, PTHS alumnus, fisherman, Makah tribe member 

 David Backman, PTHS alumnus, Redskin Booster member, retired 

 Frank Garred, Port Townsend Leader editor/publisher, retired 

Anne Burkart will be the board representative on the committee; David Engle will be the committee secretary.  Mary Ann 

Seward will be the facilitator.  Ms. Seward has worked with the Port Townsend Education Foundation to develop their 

goals and operating procedures.  The decision was made not include students on the committee, to reduce friction and 

tension towards students.  The committee’s first meeting will be on November 8, 2012 in the Board Room S-11 from 4:30 

– 6:00 p.m. 

 

Board Member Announcements 

Student Representative Irina Lyons reported that Homecoming for the high school will be October 19-20 with the football 

team playing Tacoma Baptist in a game on Friday at 7:00 p.m., with a pre-homecoming student assembly at 1:00 p.m.  

The homecoming dance will take place on Saturday at 9:00 p.m., with a theme of “Romecoming”. 

The Chimacum and Port Townsend football teams will play on Friday, October 26, at 7:00 p.m. at Memorial Field.  The 

Port Townsend and Chimacum School Boards will meet for a joint dinner meeting on October 26, at 5:30 p.m. at the Khu 

Larb Thai Restaurant, 225 Adams Street, Port Townsend. 

Superintendent Engle reminded the board of the East Jefferson Educational Partnership meeting on Wednesday, October 

17 at 5:30 p.m. at the Quilcene School District board room.  Dr. Engle, Jennifer James-Wilson and Bill LeMaster will 

attend. 

Due to a family emergency, Pam Daly was not able to attend the meeting. 

 

Next Meeting:  Joint Chimacum/Port Townsend Board Meeting, October 26, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at the Khu Larb Thai 

Restaurant, 225 Adams Street, Port Townsend 

 

Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

__________________________________________  ATTEST:__________________________________ 

David Engle, Secretary        Jennifer James-Wilson, Board Chair 


