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Board Chair Jennifer James-Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Present:  Jennifer James-Wilson, Bill 

LeMaster, Anne Burkart, Pam Daly and Holley Carlson.  Also present was Superintendent David Engle, community and 

staff members. 

 

Anne Burkart led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

High school student Irina Lyons introduced herself as one of the student body representatives to the school board for the 

new school year. 

 

Agenda Approval 

Anne Burkart moved to approve the agenda.  Holley Carlson seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Public Comments 

Rita Beebe asked why the minutes from the Board Retreat in August were not on the agenda to be approved.  Ms. James-

Wilson explained those minutes had not been ready in time for approval at this board meeting. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 August 27, 2012:  Ms. Burkart moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. LeMaster seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 September 10, 2012:  Ms. Burkart moved to approve the minutes.  Ms. Carlson seconded.  Ms. James-Wilson noted 

under Board Announcements on Page 2, it should read:  “Ms. James-Wilson said she will be out of town the week of 

September 17-21”, not 27-21.  Ms. Burkart moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Ms. Carlson seconded and the 

motion carried 5-0. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Ms. Burkart asked about the checks to Directed Media, Inc. and Performance Systems Integration included in the General 

Fund Accounts Payable.  Sara Bonneville, Business Manager, said she would check on what those payments were for, and 

report back.  Mr. LeMaster asked if an account code could be put on the Accounts Payable reports.  Ms. Bonneville said 

those are standardized reports from the financial system and cannot be altered.  Ms. Carlson said she was pleased to see 

the Interim designation removed from Grant Street Principal Mary Sepler’s title.  Ms. Burkart moved to approve the 

consent agenda.  Ms. Carlson seconded and the motion carried 5-0.  Included on the consent agenda were:  1) Accounts 

Payable as of August 27, 2012; 2) Payroll for August, 2012; 3) Recommend the following personnel actions: 

 Recommend Emily Gustafson as .6 FTE School Psychologist/Counselor, Blue Heron, effective the 2012-13 SY 

 Recommend Jeanne Chou as .8 FTE Dean of Students/Community Enrichment Teacher, Blue Heron, effective the 

2012-13 SY 

 Accept resignation of John Burke, Paraeducator, effective immediately 

 Recommend Jennifer Manning as Blue Heron Assistant Volleyball Coach 

 Recommend Noa Montaya as Blue Heron Assistant Football Coach for the 2012-13 SY 

 Recommend Mary Sepler be moved from Interim Principal to Principal at Grant Street for the 2012-13 SY 

4)  Accept the following donations: 

 Novels valued at $70.00 from Sue Hoover for use at Blue Heron School 

 Books valued at $75.00 from Dorothy Westlund for use at Blue Heron School 

 Apples valued at $79.50 from the Food Co-op of Port Townsend for August back-to-school staff day 

 

Correspondence 

 Email from Tom Thiersch regarding censorship of public correspondence 

 Email from Tom Thiersch regarding budget status reporting 

 

Reports 

Superintendent Engle reported on the following items: 

 Reminded the board that in October there will be three board meetings: 

1. October 1, Board Retreat, Room S-11, Gael Stuart Building, 1610 Blaine St., 6-8 p.m.  

2. October 15, Work/Study Meeting 
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3. October 29, Regular Board Meeting 

 Meeting held at Olympic Educational Service District(OESD) 114 regarding Senate Bill 5895, Certificated Employee 

Evaluations. 

 Port Townsend has chosen to use the CEL(Center for Educational Leadership) model for the TPEP                                              

( Teacher/Principal Evaluation Pilot).  This choice needs board approval, and will be on the October 29, 2012 agenda.  

This framework will need to be in use by the 2013-14 school year. 

  Sales presentation from K12 Alerts, a parent communication software tool.  The District now uses One Call software, 

which may offer the same capabilities if used fully. 

 City of Port Townsend Town Hall meeting on September 18, which Mr. LeMaster and Ms. Carlson also attended.  

There was no conversation about the Lincoln Building at that meeting, but the Port Townsend Pool was discussed.  

Dr. Engle reported that conversations have begun with the City regarding negotiations for their lease of the Mountain 

View property. 

 Plans to attend a Superintendent Advisory Council at Olympic ESD on September 28, 2012 

 The East Jefferson Education Partnership will meet on October 17 at Quilcene School District.  Ms. James-Wilson 

and Mr. LeMaster will also attend. 

Ms. James-Wilson said the board will work on self-evaluation at the October 1 retreat.  She will forward a link to the 

WSSDA (Washington State School Directors’ Association) self-evaluation tool, and asked board members to complete 

that online evaluation by the October 1 meeting. 

 

Business Manager 

Sara Bonneville presented September enrollment numbers.  She also explained that the fiscal year end for the district is 

August 31, and presented some graphs with preliminary 2011-12 fiscal year ending figures.  Official year-end numbers 

will be available by the end of October.  Ms. Bonneville reported the district’s ending fund balance for 2011-12 should be 

between 3 and 3.5%.  Discussion followed. 

 

Action Items 

Approval of Summer Family Homestay Exchange, 2013 

Teresa Janssen, French teacher at Port Townsend High School, explained that a group of students from Toulouse, France 

will come to Port Townsend in the summer of 2013 to stay with a host family for two weeks.  Students from Port 

Townsend High School will travel to Toulouse to stay with host families there for two weeks.  Ms. Janssen will be 

traveling with the students from Port Townsend as a liason, but will not be participating in activities with the students, 

except for a meeting every three days with all students.  Ms. Janssen explained that she evaluates potential Port Townsend 

host families.  Discussion followed. 

Ms. Burkart moved to approve the Summer Family Homestay Exchange with Toulouse, France, 2013.  Ms. Carlson 

seconded and the motion carried 5-0.  Ms. James-Wilson asked Ms. Janssen to report on the exchange after its completion 

next summer. 

Superintendent Engle mentioned that Ms. Janssen is a semi-finalist in the Norman Mailer national writing contest for high 

school teachers. 

 

Approval of Policy 1005 – Key Functions of the Board 

Ms. Daly moved to approve Policy 1005.  Ms. Carlson seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Approval of the process to grant high school credit to middle school students who pass Algebra I, fulfilling all the 

specified requirements 

Dr. Engle said Policy 2410, Section D, states the following: “The superintendent shall develop procedures for 

implementing this policy which include (#11):  “Granting credit for high school courses completed before a student 

attended high school, to the extent that the course work exceeded the requirements for seventh or eighth grade.”  This 

request meets this qualification.  Ms. Burkart moved to approve the process to grant high school credit to middle school 

students who pass Algebra I, fulfilling all the specified requirements.  Ms. Carlson seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Unfinished Business 
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Ms. James-Wilson reported that the formation of the committee to study the high school sports teams’ name should be 

completed by the next board meeting. 

 

Board Member Announcements 

Report on WSSDA Legislative Conference 

Ms. Burkart and Ms. Daly attended this conference on September 21-22, 2012.  Ms. Daly attended the luncheon for new 

board members.  Ms. Burkart said speakers at the conference included both gubernatorial candidates, who spoke on 

charter and innovative schools and about the state fully funding education.  Superintendent of Public Instruction Randy 

Dorn also spoke about education funding and the McCleary lawsuit.  He reported that the State’s top three priorities to 

fully fund are transportation, MSOC (Materials, Supplies and Operating Costs), and full-day kindergarten.  Allen Burke, 

Assistant Superintendent of Public Instruction also spoke concerning student growth and Washington State’s waiver from 

NCLB (No Child Left Behind). Ms. Burke said on Saturday proposals and changes the group wanted to recommend to the 

State legislature were discussed.  Information on all 56 proposals agreed on at the conference will be on file in the District 

Office. 

 

Ms. Carlson said she had arranged for professional photos to be taken of the board members, so a date will need to be 

picked for those photos.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. LeMaster asked for an update on a new agreement with Nisqually League regarding post-season play.  Dr. Engle said 

a  proposed agreement had been sent to Patrick Kane, Athletic Director at the high school, and he would review that 

agreement with Mr. Kane in the next few days.   

 

Mr. LeMaster asked about the district’s procedure for granting high school credit for non-campus activities.  Discussion 

followed.  Ms. James-Wilson said this would be a superintendent and principal decision. 

 

Ms. Daly pointed out the success of the high school sports teams this fall. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 7:27 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting 

October 1, 2012, Board Retreat, Room S-11, 1610 Blaine Street, 6-8 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________   ATTEST:_____________________________________ 

David Engle, Secretary        Jennifer James-Wilson, Board Chair 

  


